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PREFACE. 


X F the report was true, that Mr. 
Haftings had applied to be re-ap- 
pomted to the Government of Ben«r 
gal, a direft negative to fuch an ap- 
plication, might have been fairly 
founded oh his own declarations, 
contained in the Letter now printed, 
viz. Aat age and infirmity had not 
only impaired his conHitution, but 
his faculties. 


Another 
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preface!; 


Another report is ftill in circuk-* 

tion, and generally believed, that 

he, or his friends "have applied for 

a penfion for him to the Court of. 
0 

Direftors of the Eaft India Company, 

and that the Direftors have it in 

0 

contemplation to give him five thout 
fand pounds a year. The plea made 
in .his behalf Is long and able fervices 
and great poverty. Before the Direc- 
tors take their rcfolution, a Letter 
from himfelf, materially connefted 

f 

with fuch a plea, and the Remarks 

jopon it, are publickly brought into 

their view, and recommended to 

* 

their previous confideratlon. 


The 
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PREFACE 

The prefent ‘publication is not 
meant to iojure Mr. Haftings, unlefs 
it bh deemed an injury to prevent 
- his receiving a gratuity to which he 
has no jqft claim, nor even an ecjui^ 
4abl,e pretenfipn. 




TO TiH.E '66.NOt;RABLE 

CQUR^, OF DIJIECTORS, &c. 


@n the River Ganges, Feb. 21, 1784. 

HONOURABLE SIRS, 

Having hadoccafion to difturfe from 
my own cafh many futns fo* fervices, which, 
though required to enable me to execute the 
duties of my ftation, I have hitherto omitted 
,to enter in my public accounts, and my 
own 'fortune "being unequal to fo he<ivy a 
charge, I have refolved to reimburfe my- 
; felf in a modt the moji fuitabk to your affairs, 
charging the fame in my Durbar accounts 
•'of , the prelent year, and crediting them by 
a lum privately received, and appropriated 
to youV foryice in the fame manner as other 
B Aims- 
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Turns received on account of the Honourable 
Company, and already carried to their ac- 
count. 

The particulars of thefe difburlements 
are contained in the encloled accounts 
No. 1, 2, 3 and 4, oof whicii No. 5 is the 
abllrad. I (hall fubjoin a brief explanation 
of each. 

The fum of the account No. i Is the 
dIfFerence between the allowance of 300 
rupees per month, which was the cullomary 
pay of the Governor’s Military Secretary, and 
that which I allowed to Lieutenant Colonel 
Ironfide, during the time he afled in that 
capacity, on account of his fuperlor rank. 
It was referred to your Honourable Court 
in one of the letters of the year 1773 ot; 4'; 
but I prefume that it was overlooked 
in the prelTure of other more important 
matters, which at that time occupied your, 
attention. 

No. 2 and 3 are explained in the accounts 
themfelves. No. 4 confifts of three feveral 
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kinds of charges, which I confefs to have 
been unauthorized, but which I humbly 
conceive neither.to be of a private nature, 
nor uiwvorthy fubjcfts of the bounty of a 
great and rifing ftate. iThc firft is incon- 
iiderable, confiding chiefly in the fubfldence 
of the Pundits, who were aflembled in Cal- 
cutta, and employed during two years in 
compiling t|be code of Hindoo laws for your 
ufe, thefum allotted to them was one rupee 
per diem. A larger recompence was offered, 
but refufed ; nor would they receive this, 
but for their daily fupport. They had in* 
deed the promife of fome. public endow- 
ments for their colleges, which yet remains 
unperformed. The fecond is the amount 
of fundry monthly falaries paid to fome of 
the mod learned profeflbrs of the Maho- 
medan law for trahflating from the Arabic 
into the Pcrlian tongue a compendium of 
their law called the Hedaya, which is held 
in.high ediihation and part of a more vo- 
luminous work, which I could not pro- 
fccute. Tour Honourable Court is in pof- 
B 2 felHon 
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feffiou of a |>art of the Englifli verfion of 
the Hedaya< tnade ^ Mr. James Anderibn, 
and the &bfequent part of , the famg book 
has been lately -tranllatcd by Mr. Hamilton. 
Thefe gentlemen are boith engaged in . the 
completion, and are both eminently 
lied for it. . It wonfd exceed the bounds of 
this letter to expatiate on the utility of this 
work; yet I may be allowed to vindicate 
the expcuce of it by one fummary atgumefit, 
which is that, while the Mahomedan law 
is allowed to be the ftandard of the criminal 
jurilprudence of your dominions under <be 
control and infpcdlion of your Englifli fer- 
vants, it feems indifpenfably neceflary that 
the Judges of the courts Ihould have a 
more familiar guide for their proceedings 
than the books of the Arabic tongue, of 
which few have opportunities of attaining 
a competent knowledge, and as neceflary 
that your fervants Ihould poffefs the means 
of confulting the principles, onVhich thofe 
judgments are founded, which, in their 
ultimate refott and in extraordinary caile^ 

may 
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may fall within th^ir immediate cogni> 
zance, and of the laws, of which they are 
the ^cotedtors^ The third charge is that 
of an* academy inftituted for the fhidy of 
the different branches of fciences taught in 

-the Mabomedan fchools. After a trial 

• 

nbout two years, finding that it was likely 
to atrfwer the end of its inftitution, I re- 
’Comlnended to the Board and obtained theit 
content to pafs the fubfequent expence of 
the eftablilhment to the account of the 
Company and to eredl: a building for the 
iporpofe at my own immediate coft, but 
for a Company’s interelled note granted 
me for the reimburfiment of it. It is almoft 
the only complete eftablifhment of the 
kind now exifUng in India, although they 
were once In nniverfai ufe, and the decay- 
ed remains of thefe fchools are yet to be 
ieen in every capital town and city of Hin- 
doftai\ and De^n. It has contributed to 
extend the tredit of the Company’s name, 
arid to foften the prejudices excited by the 
rapid grotvth of the firitiih dominion, and 

it 
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it is a feminaiy of the moft ufeful metn> 
bers of focicty. I humbly fubmit the 
propriety of carrying thefe expenccs to 
your account by the conlideration, d)at it 
was not poflible for me to have been in- 
fluenced in incurringothem by any purpofe 
of my own intereft. Something perhaps 
may be attributed to the impulfe of pride in 
the (hare, which I might hope to derive of 
a public bcnefadion ; but certainly not to 
vanity or oftentation ; fince I believe it to 
be generally conceived that the whole ex- 
pence, of which the greatefl: part is yet 
my own, has been already defrayed from 
the Treafury of the Company. 

I will candidly cpnfefs that, when I firft 
engaged both in this and the |ireceding ex- 
pences, I had no intention of carrying it to 
the account of the Company. Improvi- 
dent for myfelf, zealous for the honour of 
my country, and the credit and interefts of 
.my employers, I feldom permitted my 
Profpeds of futurity to enter into the view* 
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of my private concerns. In the undifturbed 
exercife of the faculties, which appertain 
to the adive feafon of my life, 1 confined 
all m^ regards to my public character, and 
reckoned on a fund of years to come for 
its durarion. The infirmities of life have 
iince. fucceeded, and i have lately received 
more than one fevere warning to retire from 
a fi:ene, to which my bodily ftrength is no 
: longer eqifal, and threatens me with a cor- 
refponding decay in whatever powers of 
mind I once pofTefTed to difcharge the la- 
borious duties and hard viciffitudes of my 
ftation. With this change in my condi- 
tion, I am compelled to depart from that 
liberal plan, which I originally adopted, 
and to claim from your jufl ice, for you have 
forbad me to .appeal to your generofity, the 
difcharge of a debt, which I can, with the 
moft fcrupulous integrity, aver tobejuftly 
my due', and which I cannot fuftain. If it 
Ihould’be qbjeded, that the allowance of 
thele demands would furnilh a precedent 
for others of the like kind, I have to re- 
mark 



{ « ) 

mark that, ia ^eic whole amount, tbey 
are but the aggregate of a contingent iCr 
count of twelve years ; and,, if it were to 
become the praftice of thofej who* have 
paffed their prime of Ufe jn.your fervice, and 
filled, fo long as I have filled it, the firfl of- 
fice of your dominion', to gkan from their 
paft accounts all the little articles of expence^ 
which their inaccuracy or Indifference hath 
overlooked, your intereft would fufier inr 
finitely lefs by the precedent, than by*a 
fingle example of a life {pent in the Occumu^ 
lation of croret for your benefit, and dooined 
in its clofe to Ju^er the extremities of frivatt 
want andfnk in obfcurity ! 

I have thought it proper to complete the 
prefent iubjeft by the addition of a charge^ 
which I intended to have fubmitted to the 
board, hut which, if divided at this time . 
from the others, might have admitted an 
unfair conffru^lion. It is in the account 

> ' f 

No. .6, and confiffs of charges incurred for 
boats and budgerows provided by metier my 
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own ufe, on fuch .public occaiions, as re- 
.quired my departure froifa the Prcfidency on 
extraordiuaif 

My predeccffofs'i hirt always had an ef- 
tablifliment of this kind provided for them, 
and( my foccelfor will have a provifion de- 
volve to him fup^or m convenience and in 
elegance to ^ tiaf I iave yet feen, and fur- 
niftied with*a coft, which could not be cre- 
dited by thofe, who have feen the fubjedjs 
of it. 


I have the honour, &c. 

Your’s, &c. 

(Signed)* WARREN HASTINGS. 


C 


Heads 
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Heads ff the Account enclofed in the fre- 
ceding Letter. 

1. Salary to Col. Ironfide 
while ading as the Go- * 
vernor’s Military Secre- 
tary from April 1772 

to May 1773, - ; - - 8,511 7 6 

2. Charges in the Gover- 
nor Geueral’s office from 
Sept. 1772 to ift Jan. 

1774, .... ... i,49j87o n 9 

3. Houfe-hire of his Aids 
• de Camp from ill Dec. 

1775 to Jan. 1784. - 33,323, 8 8 

4. To Pundits, their diet 
and charges while em- 
ployed in cotnpilir.g the 
Code of Hindoo Laws; 
to charges attending the 
tranflating the L.aws of 
Mahomed, and for the 
Expence of thcMaho- 

medan Academy - - - 85,357, ii 9 

5. To Budgeroes and Boats 
for the Governor Ge- 
neial’s ufclinceiySi to 

18th Jan. 1784, - - 59,165, 5 9 

Rupees 3,36,228, 13 5 

'Em, No, 2, this Article confffts chiefly of 
Charges for Pens, Ink, Paper, Tape, &c,.witlt 
Clerks Salaries, 
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REMARKS. 

A feETTER from a Governor General 
of Bengal, acknowledging the private re- 
ceipt of money and the application of it to 
his own ufe, is an obje^ of curiofity^ The 
fad, if not fairly and clearly accounted for, 
•muft naturally excite fufpicion. But, if the 
account he gives of it be palpably defedlive, 
ohfcure, and contradidory, curiofity and 
fufpicion will give way to other fentimcnts, 
efpecially in the minds of men, who have 
hitherto thought favourably of Mr. Haftings. 
I mean to examine his letfer ftridly, but 
without paffion or invedive. 

The firft point to be confidcred is the 
time and circumftances, in which it was 
written. There may be fome merit in a 
•voluntary and fealbnable confeffion of quef- 
tionable.ads. But, if it be partially made, 
or at a fufpiclous moment. Or under the ap- 
prehenfiou of a difcovery, confeffion then 
not only forfeits all pretenfions to merit, 

but 
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but indicates a ftate of mind enfeebled and 
perplexed by the confcioufnefs of guilt- 
This general obfervation may fetve for a clew 
through many myfterious^palTages of Mr. 
Haftings’s writings and conduft. His pre- 
lent letter, when written, had very much 
the air of a winding*up not only of his go- 
vernment, but of his life. He fays be has 
lately received more than one fever e warning 
to retire ; "and, if we may believe what he 
adds of the adlual infirmities of his body 
and mind, his life was not likely to be a 
long one. It is evident at leaft that, while 
he was writing this letter, he did notexped 
to continue long in the government. In 
February, 1784, he had heard of the laft 
arrangement of the adminiftration in Eng- 
laiid, which placed the Duke of Portland 
and Mr. Fox at the head of affairs. He 

-N 

knew that the power, which had hitherto 
fupported him, had been obliged to give 
way, and that a lyftem, from which he 
• had no protection to expeCt, was likely to 
prevail at home. Such was the opinion 
current in England in the fummer of 1783, 

« and 
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and the only one, that could have been im- 
preffed upon him at that period by all pub- 
lic and private advices. Without entering 
into fhe nacrits or demerits of the arrange- 
ments then in contemplation for the govern- 
metit of India, it is of importance to re- 
mark, that (me certain effed; of thole arrange- 
ments, with refpedt to Mr. Mailings, would 
have been his immediate removal at leall, 
if it went'no further. The moll favourable 
event he could hope for was limply to be 
recalled. But, if an admihiftration, by 
whom he thought he was condemned, 
Ihould be difpofed to avail themfelves of the 
heavy votes of cenfure, wliich were drawn 
up by Mr. Dundas and Sir Adam Fergufon, 
and palTed the Houfe of Commons in 1782, 
who could fay to what extent their in(^uiries 
into the detail of his government might be 
carried, where they would Hop, or to what 
termination they might lead ? In thefe cir- 
. cumftancej, there could be no impreflion, 
but that of fear, on the mind of Mr. Mail- 
ings ; and under that imprelllon he muH 
Jjave afted, at the period in quellion. Many 

private 
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private letters , mention that, when he fet 
out on his laft expedition to Lucknow, his 
Ipirits were funk into the loweft fiate of de- 
jedion. 

Carrying this view of his fituation and 
reflexions into the examination of his letter, 
we may account for many things, which he 
has left unexplained. 

ijl. He has received money privately f 
which, if once he were removed from the 
government, would probably be difeovered. 
The prefent confellion therefore is extorted 
from him. It is unperfed as it Hands, and 
comes too late. Ads of this nature Ihould 
be declared at the moment they are done. 
When they are acknowledged, ^they Ihould 
be explained. If Mr. Haftings meant to 
clear his charader, he Ihould have told his 
employers, at what time he received the 
money, from whom, and on what account. 
A late and partial confeffion can have no ob- 
jed but to anticipate detedion. A confef- 
iion, which fpecifies no particulars, defeds 

the 
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the efFefl: of a future difcovery. Any tranf. 
adtion of this kind, at any period, will be 
covered by i previous general acknowledge- 
ment^of the private receipt of money. For 
how can it be determined, that any parti- 
cular fums, which he may hereafter hap- 
pen to have received^ were not included in 
his general confeffion ? 

id. HS has received money, which he 
Is very unwilling to relinquilh and afraid 
to conceal. To entitle him to keep it, he 
niakes out a bill of expences againft the 
Company, which, until this time, he had 
no intention of charging, and loads it with 
all the petty items that he can glean from 
bis fajl accounts, and which, for twelve 
years together, he had totally overlooked. 
This he calls a debt juftly due to him, and 
concludes that it will not be difputed by 
the Diredors, fince he has found out a 
privatfi method of difcharging it, 

^d. Suppofing him to exped a future 
enquiry into the tranfadions of his Govern- 
ment, 
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metst, nothing can be of greater moment 
to him than' to create a general prejudice, 
if he can, in favour of his integrity ; cfpeci- 
ally if the feme evidence, "that proy^es bis 
integrity, has a tendency to excite the com* 
pafHon of men, and to conciliate their be* 
iievolence. Mr. Haftiftgs therefore, ia for* 
md pauperis, is to be reprefented to the world 
as a man, who, after all his iervices, retires 
at laft from his great employments with a 
fortune hardly fufficient to furnifli him 
with the comforts of life; much lefs to re-.' 
ward him for his labours. The pains taken 
by his agents, fO fpread and inculcate a 
general opinion of his -poverty, are well 
Liown. But he himfelf has overadted his 
purpofe. Not contented with profeffing to 
have acquired only a moderate fortune, 
•which in a comparative fenfe migh^ pof- 
fibly be allowed, he threatens the Coin- 
pany with the injury, whiqh their interefts 
fhould fuffer, hy the example of.a 
as his) doomed on its clofe to fuffer the ex-^ 
tremities of private want, and tofmk^ i^a . 
obfcurityl . 

A Mfii , V 
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A Man, who pleads extreme poverty 
when his fortune might fairly have been 
affluent, and when the legiflature intended 
and provided ‘that it fhould be fo, ought 
firft to Ihew that he really is as poor as he 
pretends to be 5 and fecondly, by what means 
fo great an income ^s he has enjoyed can 
have been honeftly as well as compleatly 
expended. An appeal to the paffions before 
the undefftanding is fatisfied, is fufpicious 
and premature. A plea of diftrefs, that 
exceeds all bounds of probability, not only 
deferves no credit, but argues a confulion 
in the judgment of the perfon who makes 
it. It is true that any artifice, however 
grofs, may deceive the multitude j but 
men of penetration will call Mr. Haftings 
td a ftrider account. 

■4/^. The fubjiafice of this letter is not 
the only evidence of the diforder and per- 
plexity, in yvhich it appears to have been 
vvritten. It is- faid of Mr. Haftings that 
he writes Engliffl with the utmoft elegance 
anS perfpicuity. If he be not by this time, 
J) a per- 
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a perfed mafter of compofition, undoub- 
tedly it is not for want of pradife. Yet the 
expreffions he makes ufe of, on a lubjed 
that demanded nothing but plain language, 
are for the moft part affeded and intricate, 
and in fome places unintelligible. To a 
common eye, this cifcumftance proves no- 
thing, men of deeper judgment will com- 
bine it with other evidence, and with them 
it will have its wdght. The reader is re- 
qucfted to carry thefe general ideas along 
with him through the following difcufl- 
ion. 

In the firft paragraph- Mr. Haftings de- 
clares, that he has received various fums 
privately, a part of which he has heretofore 
carried to the Company’s account, but that 
he has refolved to apply the remainder to 
his own ufe, to reimburfe himfelf for fun- 
dry expences, which he had been obliged 
to incur in their fervice, but which -he had 
hitherto omitted to charge in his public 
accounts ; and he fays he does it now, bc- 
caule his own fortune is unequal to fo heavy 

a cba^e. 
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a charge, la the early part of a lucrative 
government, thefe voluntary expences were 
not too heavy for him ; but, when he has 
held ^ long enough to accumulate a for- 
tune, he can fupport them no longer, and 
now he muft be reimburfed by the public. 
His poverty compels ^im to glean from his 
pafi accounts all the little articles of expences 
•which his inaccuracy or indifference hath over- 
looked. iTie probable amount of his fot- 
tune lhall be confidered in its place. 

Jt is true, that an extraordinary occafion 
will fometimes juftify a public officer in in- 
curring an extraordinary expence. But, in 
every inftance, the fad and the reafons for 
it Ihould be immediately reported to his 
employers, that they may judge for them- 
felves whether fuch charges are proper, 
wliether they ought to be allowed, and par- 
ticularly, whether they ought to be con- 
tinued; Oij this principle, neglefting to 
make his charge in proper time precludes 
him from making it at any time. A Go- 
vernor, who for fevcral years omits to en- 
D 2 ter 



( 20 ) 

ter in his public accounts'' any incidental 
expences not provided for by his eftablifli- 
ment, or authorized by his fuperiors, may 
withreafon be fufpefted to have purpohly 
kept them out of fight during the time 
when his accounts might have been ex- 
amined, and when fuch expences might 
at lead have been prohibited in future. 

Mr. Haftings forefeeing that his claim 
might be fubjtd to difficulties, if he really 
left it to the Court of Diredlors, very pru- 
dently relolvcd to reimburfe himfelf. He 
receives money privately^ without difeover- 
ing from wliom, or on what account, and 
he pays himfelf out of it, and this he calls 
a mode mojl fuitable to the Company s affairs. 

In the firft place, his receiving - money 
privately, on any account, is politively a- 
gainft law, and againft the very law, which 
created his office, and made him what he 
was, ^ In a man fo trufted, difobedience is 
breach of truft, and the importance of the 
truft is the meafureot the crime. 

Second^, 
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Secondly, There is not a native of Bengal 
. either willing or able to give Mr. Haftings 
monej^ without an adequate fervice in re- 
turn offome fort or other, which can only 
be rendered at the Company's expence. 
A Zemindar will readily give one lack of 
rupees to a Colledlor to be excufed two in 
his rent. It refts with Mr. Haftings or 
his friends to (hew, what pofliblc motive, 
bqt a corrupt one, could engage any native 
to give him money privately. 

Thirdly, Since Mr. Haftings, by his 
own confeflion, is in the habit of receiv- 
ing money privately, how are the Direftors 
to know whether he has confelTed all that 
he had received ? It is plain that he can 
conceal the amount of his receipts if he 
pleafes. In his letter of the i6th. Decem- 
ber 1782, he tells the Diredors, that “ he 
“ could have concealed thefe tranfadions” 
( viz.Johe others of the fame fort) “ if he had 
“ a wrong motive, from theirs and the 
“ public eye for ever.” Receiving money 
agaiuft law is not an indifferent adion in a 

Governor. 
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Governor. If he had no wrong motive, 
what motive had he? And what was the 
view or expedation of the perfon, who gave 
it ? Would any man of common ,under- 
ftanding fuller his lleward to receive money 
privately among his tenants under the pre- 
tence of paying himlelf in a mode mojl fuit- 
abk to bis mafter's affairs ? or would he be 
fatisfied with fuch an account as Mr. Haf- 
tings has given the Direftors ? In a truft of 
the loweft order, fuch condud would be 
deemed a fufficient evidence of fraud. 
Much lefs is it to be endured in a man, in 
whofe integrity.the legiflature have placed 
a diftinguilhed confidence, and who, Hand- 
ing high himfelf, is looked up to as an ex- 
ample. The eminence of his ftation 
makes it eflentially his duty to fet a good 
example to thofe, who are under his autho- 
rity and fubjed to his influence. Can he 
check in others the abufes he commits? 
Can he punilh offences, of which he him- 
felf is guilty ? 


Fourthly, 



( 23 ) 

Fourthly^ If this mode of difcharging 
• the Company’s debts be the mojl fuitable to 
their chairs, what are we to conclude, but 
that their affairs are in extreme diftrefs ? 
A government, whofe annual revenue is 
ftated at four millions, cannot defray an 
extra expence required to enable the Cover-, 
nor to execute the duties of his Jiation, unlefs 
he receives money privately. Retrench- 
n\ents, oeconomy, and good management, 
are the courfes, which every Hate ought to 
purfue for the recovery of its affiiirs. Re- 
ceiving bribes to fupport extravagance can- 
not laft long and muft be the ruin of the 
government. Every man in office under 
Mr. Haftings might ad as he has done, 
make ufe of the lame pretences, and plead 
his example for it. Finally, fuppofing the 
diftrefs of the Company’s affairs to be a juf- 
tification of ftich pradifes, it ought not to 
be one in Bengal, fmce Mr. Haftings him- 
felf, " very liftely affured the Diredors that, 
“ it had been the diftinguifhed lot of the 
“ lands immediately fubjed to the govern- 

“ mcnt. 


i6tli December, 1783. 
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ment, over which he prefided, to have 
enjoyed the clear and uninterrupted Jun^ 
Jkine of wealth, peace, and abundance, 
‘‘ and to have dealt out a' portion of thefe 
bleflings to remote dates and members 
of the Britifli dominions.” — He might 
have called it moonshine with greater pro- 
priety. 

Of the five accounts of difburfements now 
produced by Mr.Haftings, it may be obferved 
in general, that there is not one, of which the 
Board at Calcutta was not as competent to 
judge as himfelf; and the chief of th^m, 
viz. for a Mahomedan academy, ought to 
have been prevloufly recommended to the 
Court of Diredors, and their fiindion ob- 
tained before the fcheme was undertaken. 

Lieutenant Colonel Ironfide, as Slilitary 
Secretary, had no claim to extraordinary 
pay from the Company on account of his 
fuperior rank, nor does it apj)ear that he 
made any. Eftablifliments are ufclefs, if 
fuch precedents are admitted. On the 
BritKh ftaff, the pay of Secretary to the 
Commander in chief is ten {hillings a day, 
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whether the duty be done by an En- 
fign or Field-OiEcer, never varies. 

The fecond account containing a charge 
of neiHy 1 5,000!. for difburfemcnts in his 
office of Governor-General, viz. hire of 
clerks, ftationary, &C| &c. The only offices, 
in which the Governor-General afts dif- 
tinftly from the Council, are thofe of the 
Perlian cerrefpondehce and military com- 
mand in Fort.William. For the firft, there 
is a compleat eftabliflimerit under the Per- 
fian Tranflator, and a Military Secretary for 
the bufinefs of the fecond, who, with all 
their petty difburfements, -are liberally pro- 
vided for by the Company. As to fta- 
tionary, the Company fend out immenfe 
quantities of It every year for the ufe of 
all the public offices at Calcutta. It is not 
unlikely that Mr. Haftings’ accounts and 
correfpondence may be voluminous; but he 
has no right to load the Company with the 
cxpence oi an office for the management 
ef his private affairs. 


E 


The 
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The third charge for houfe-rent to his 
Aids de Camp will appear unbecoming as 
well as irregular in Mr. Haftings, if it be 
confidered that the Company, as a 'tnark 
of perfonal refpeft to him, allowed him to 
enjoy a houfe both in town and country 
rent-free, and that he accommodated himfelf 
with another houfe in Calcutta at their ex- 
pence and without their permiflion. 

% 

No. 4. In this account, the firft article 
feeras too pitiful to be charged by a man, 
who receives twenty-five thoufand pounds 
a year from the Company. The fecond, 
if proper, ought to have been provided for 
by the board at Calcutta. Mr. Haftings 
firft indulges his vanity in having it under- 
ftood that all thefe fervices are accomplifhed 
at his own expence, that he is the promo- 
ter of learning and patron of men of letters, 
and that he fcorns to carry fuch charges to 
the Company’s account. When this fort 
of oftentation has anfwered its purpofe, he 
fuddenly turns fhort upon the Company and 
infifts upon their defraying the charges he 

has 
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lias been plit to in acquiring a reputation of 
• generofity. It Is the perfeftion of prudence, 
to be jeputed bountiful and to make others 
pay fo6 it. 

With refpcft to his Mahomcdan academy, 
there was nothing fo*very preffing in the 
want of it, efpeclally in time of war and 
' in the midft of public diftiefs, but that it 
might hav^ waited for the approbation of 
th*e Court of Direftors, on whom at that 
very time he was drawing bills to the a- 
mount of fevcral millions ftcrling. That 
he may have erefted a building for an 
academy is not unlikely, becaufe a building 
fuppofts a contract, and a contrafl; makes 
the fortune of a contradtor. But that he 
has done it at tis own immeiliiti cofl is 
evidently untrue. He fays himlclf that a 
Company’s interejled note has been granted him 
for the reimburfement of it. Now it cannot 
be faid that a man, who lends his money 
on a bond bearing eight per cent, intcreft, 
is either immediately or ultimately at the 
work, to which the money 

E 2 lb 


expence of any 
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lb lent may be applied. He has placed 
himlelf on a footing with the other cre- 
ditors of the Company, who hava lent 
their money on the fame fecurity and 
received the fame intereft for it that he 
does. But what are the fciences taught 
in the Mahomedan fchools ? Can he name 
any one Mufliilman or European who hasj 
lludied in this academy? Where did they 
lludy in the two. years before the buildiiig 
was ereded ? What proof has he that thi^ 
academy %'as likely to anfwer the end oj it’s 
injlitution, and why has he produced none ? 
In fliort, who is there that ever heard of his 
academy before? — The decayed remains of 
theje fchools are yet to be feen in the principal 
cities of Indofan ! This indeed is true. Whcre- 
ever the Britifli dominion haS extended, the 
ruins of ancient eftablilhments are the only 
traces that are left of them. The greater 
part of Mr. Haftings’s political life has been 
employed in promoting wars, in the Compa- 
ny’s name, by which India, though not 
conquered, has been utterly laid wafte. But 
it feems that this academy has already cosf^ 

triktf4 
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(ributed to extend the credit of the Compatfs 
name and to /often the prejudices excited by the 
rapid growth of , the Britijh dominions I The 
Copipfcny’s name is fufficiently known in the 
Eaft. There was no occafion to do any 
thing to extend it. But, if the imiverlal de- 
vaftation and ruin of their country have exci- 
ted prejudices againft us in the minis of the 
natives of.lndia, of whom ninety-nine in an 
hundred zreHiudoos, it may be doubled, whe- 
ther they will be much ibftcued by the inftitu- 
tion of a Mabomedan academy at Calcutta. Is it 
^te^dy a confolation to all the nations from 
Cape Comorin to Surat, whofe country has 
been the feat of war, or to the wretched 
inhabitants of the Carnatic who may have 
furvived the defolation of their country, that 
Mr.Uaftings has eredled an academy at Cal-* 
cutta ? After carrying fire and fword into 
every quarter of India, where it was poffible 
for ouf armies to penetrate, does he think* 
that the inftitution of a fchool compenfates 
for all the havock he has made, or repairs 
the mifehief he has done ? — Abfurdity is 
pot incompatible with cunning. A man^ 

whq 
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who is fiirc of his audience, may hold what 
language he thinks fir. ■5 

Tvlr. Haftiiigs fays it 'was- not poJftMe for 
him to kive been r.fuenccJ, in incurring ihcje 
expences, by any pnrpofe oj his own interejl. 
The trirh of this propofition is not felf- 
evident ; and, if it were, it would be no 
reafon foi carrying them to the Company’s 
account. Who can determine tln.t there is 
no profit on expenditures made without 
autlioiity, for which lie rcimburfes himfelf, 
and for whicli no vouchers arc produced ? 
As to his motive for doing what he had no 
fort of riglit to do, whether it was pride, or 
vanity, or oftentation, is Immaterial, He, 
who thinks fuch a queftion worth difeuf- 
firig, muft be paliionately fond ,of talking of 
hirnfelf. 

On the tlircc articles, of whicli the ac- 
count of No. 4 is conipolcd, one genera) re- 
mark occurs. He begins his letter with 
alTerting, that the fums, which he had had 
occqfm to dijhitrfe were for Jervices required to 
tnahk him to execute the duties oJ his /lation. 

m 
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But how the entertainment of learned Muf- 
ulmen, or the inftltutioii of zn academy 
lave been necefliiry for that purpofc, is a 
nyftcry, which he has prudently aban* 
loncd to the conjeduros of the Court of 
directors. 


He caniidly cenfefes that, iv/m he f rji 
engaged both in this and the preceding ex. 
peaces, he "isad no intention, of carrying it to 
tbe account of the Company. At that lime he 
•was improvident for hinfef. At that time, 
the exercife of his faculties ivas undiflu: bed. 
He confined all his regards to his public charac~ 
Ur, and reckoned on a fund uf years for its 
juration. If, by this laft myftciious ex- 
;I|reflion, it be meant that he depended on 
%ntinuing majiy years in oliice, his cx- 
,||e6lation has not been difapnoint^ d. He 

t s no riglit to lay or inilmiatc, that he 
not been allowed fulFicient time to 
^ovide for the ellablillnnent of his fortune 
Pitwithftanding the carelefliicfs and im- 


Itovideuce, with which he at full neglec- 
^his profpebls of futurity, Suppofing this 


to 



( 32 ) 

to be his meaning, the alTertion is intel- 
ligible, thaigh not true. The words, in 
which he involves it, exprefs notliing but 
xionfenfe. 

But now, it feems, all the preceding, 
circumftjnces are reverfed. Tht infimitiet 
tf life have Jince fucceeded. His bodily drength 
is impaijed, and the powers of mind he once 
poffejfed decay along with it. If it be of 
any ufe to him to prove, that he has loft 
his underftanding, the prefent letter may 
anfwer his purpofe. He has even loft his 
ftyle, and cannot write plain Englilh. Who 
ever heard of a man’s difeharging the hard 
•oicijjitudes of his Jlation, or calling the latter 
part of his own life his profpeSisoffutmtyf 
or of an interefed note for 3 bond bearing 
intereft ? Taking every thing for granted 
that he has faid of himfelf, let us fee what 
conclufioii he has drawn from the premifes. 
Why, this change in bis condition compels him 
to depart from that liberal plan, ’which he 
originally adopted. Did he expert to be 
immortal, or to continue in the government 

to 
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to the end of his life, or that age would 
not affedl his hca’ltli, or impair his facul- 
ties ? ^ Difappohitcd in his cxpcdations, 
whate^ier they were, he now finds himfe f 
compelled to claim from the jujJice of the 
Directors the dilcharoe ot a debt. It is not 
an cquitaldc appeal to their gcncrofuy but 
the pofitive demand of a d.bt lliitllyduc 
to him. To gratify his own piiue (for pride, 
hq admits) and without any Intention of 
charging the Company with fuch cxpcnccs, 
he gives lalari s to learned men, tranllates a 
:• book, and founds an academy, in procefs 
of time, he finds his health n-id faculties fo 
f.much impaired, that he is compelled to infill: 
^ion being relmburfed, and he demands it ns 
iJlis right. Sucli is the foundation of his 
:|claim and immediate motive for making it. 
llA debt, fo claiintxl, ought to lie proved, 
^^r. Hallings contents himfclf with laying, 
can^ wi^h the mojl Jlrupuhus integrity ^ aver 
b to be jujlly my due. But in truth whether 
lis appeal be to their juftice or their gene- 
fcfity, is of no fort of moment, w here he 
pis previoufly refolvcd to reimhuyfe himjHf 
i*' wdicther 
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whether the Dirtdors approve of It or 
not. 

He fuppofes it may he oljcdled thatjhe al~ 
hveance of thefe demands imild fiirnif} a pre- 
cedenl for others, of the like kind. If the 
debt be jiiftly due to him, the payment of 
it can furnifh no precedent injurious to the 
Company. Debts, juftly due, mull: at all ' 
times be paid, whetiier with cr without a 
precedent. But, liippoling theic claims of 
his to be fuch, as the Directors arc at li- 
berty to deny if they think proper, tlic/rb- 
jeclion then is a ftrong o:ie, and he has not 
anfwcicd it. It is a dangerous precedent 
indeed, to fuffer any man in a public trtill 
to run up a piivate bill without the eon- 
fent or knowledge of his emjMoycrs, and at 
the end ot twdvc years to iniill upon their 
pa}iMgit. But this it leein,, is ns/ dange- 
rous ; or, if it be, tkir inter f ivould fuffer 
iefs hy the pt ecedent than by a fkigle example of 
a hje [pent m the accumulation tferores for 
thar hemp, and doomed in its ckfe to Juff.r 
the extremities of private vjant and Jink in oh- 

feurity- 
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purity / This indeed is a melancholy con- 
/''j^ufion, and poffibly might make an im- 
,^relli«n on the. benevolent hearts of the Di- 
’^teflorS, If he had not before afliired them 
; |in his letter of tlie 20th of January 1782) 
jbat his o£ice had at le^ enabled him to lay up 
>a^provifion with which he could be contented 
in a more humble Jlation ; and If he had not, 
in anothe;r letter dated nth November 
'^773, declared, that a very few years pojj'ejjion 
cf the government would undoubtedly enable him 
],to retire with a fortune amply fitted to the mca- 
JuVe oj' his defires If It fliould now appear 
that Mr. Haftings’s fervites and circum- 
ftanccs are fuch as he defciibes them, his 
neccflitles may deferve to be confidered. 
Thai queftion is material, and lhall be exa- 
mined by itfelf. 

He concludes his account with a charge 
of about fix thoufand pounds fterling for 
boats provided by him for his own ufe. If 
bis predecejfors have always had an efiablifi:^- 

* Vide Appendix to 5th Report of See. Com. 
No. 5. 
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wM of this kind provided for ilem^ iic ought 
to have been contented with it. The in- 
dulgence oi jK'i lonal vanity is eiullels, when 
others aic to pay for it. Hut It fecniS thefe 
boats are fnpaior in convenience and elegance 
to any that Mr. ILfth^s has yet fecn* The 
Proprietors of India flock will be happy to 
hear it. Tiicir fervnnt afliires them that 
liis boats ha\e been finiijhed with a cojl^ 
vehlch would not he credited by thofe, who 
have feui the fahjecis of it. Mr. Haflings’^^ 
friends have often boaflccl tlic fimplicity of 
his manners, and he liimledf profefies to 
carry it even to hun'dity. In one of his nar* 
ratlves, !>eia}.% “ tlic Raja of Benares left 
his capital with a jarge retinue; but, 
“ heariii;! tb-at I came U')attcndcd, he dif- 
‘‘ mified Ido tollowers and met me with a 
flate as humble as mine.” 

But, alas ! the infirmirlcs of life have 
fuccccdcd, and liis tacultiis are' impaired by 
them ! 

Tlicfe 
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Thcfe demands, put together, form an 
jbjed by no means inconfulerablc. Under 
five liipads only^ the amount (;f what he 
calls link articles oj cxpcnce gleaned from bis 
pajl accounts is current rupees 3.36.220; or 
very nearly thirty four thoiillind pounds 
fterling. 

The probable fituation of his fortune re- 
mains to be confidcred. They, who have 
hitherto iniiflcd moil on the moderate 
amount of it, have at all times allowed him 
to. poflefs about feventy or eighty thoiifand 
pounds, which they truly aderted was a 
fmall fortune for a man lo long in the go- 
vernment cf Bengal, and ib much longer 
in lucrative employments, x^ll ihe principal 
offices in the^ Company’s fervice are lucra- 
tive. In the prefent letter, Mr. Hailings 
reduces himfelf to pofitive and ablolutc beg. 
gary, though his life has been [pent in the 
accumulation of crores for the Company. 
Tire fecond part of this propofition is juft 
as true as the firft. If fo many millions 
have been accumulated, where are they ? 
• Since 
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Since the year 1 777 he has drawn upon the 
Dircftois for many millions fterling and in- 
curred a heavy bonded debt in BengaJ. In 
the fame period, bills have been drawn and 
debts incurred to the amount of feveral 
millions more at Fort St. George and Bom- 
bay, and properly the whole ought to be 
placed to the account of Mr. Haftings the 
contriver and author of the Maratta war. 
A calculation of thefe accumulations is fta- 
ted in the Appendix. 

He now wiflics it to be underflood that, 
while he was accumulating ib many mil- 
lions for the Company, he has totally neg- 
lefted his private fortune. Whether he did 
or not, the fait is, that his fortune was am- 
ply provided for by his appointments. Let 
it be fiippofcd for a moment, tliat he had 
no fliarc in the bounty of CoHiin Ally 
Cawn, who is pretty well known to have 
diflrihutcd twenty lacks of rupees 'among 
fome perfons of Mr. Haftings’s acquain- 
taiYcc ; that begot nothing by the depofition 
of Meer Jallier in 1760, or that he loft it 

again 
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again in a commercial fpeculatlon ; that he 
faved nothing while he was fecond in coun- 
cil at Madrafs, and in Ihort that he was 
not worth a (hilling when he was appointed 
to the government of Bengal Since that 
time, twelve years and a half have elapfed, in 
which his avowed receipts and vlfible ex- 
pences, being eftimated and compared, will 
(hew what he is or ought to be worth at 
prefent. 'With refpefl: to the annexed ftate- 
ments of the credit due to them, It is to be 
obferved 

\Jl, That he Is not charged with any re- 
ceipts beyond liis (lilary, t-xcept a lack ai^id 
a half of rupees received fiom Munny Be» 
%um^ which never was dilputed. 

• 

id. That his falary, as limited by Adt of 
Parliament in 1773, to jC.25,000 was al- 
ways reckoned to be lefs that the profits of 
his place as they flood before. 

• 3</. That houfe rent, the principal ar. 
tide of expence in Bengal, was defrayed 

for 
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for hlai. He had three houfes (two in Cal- 
cutta and one in the country) rented, fur- 
nifhed, and kept in repair by the Company, 
who arc alio at the chargcr of the general 
entertainments, to which the Governor in- 
vites the Icttlemcnt three or four times a 
year. So that, out of hjs great I'alary, he had 
literally nothing to provide for hut his table, 
equipage, private fervant?, and perfonal ex- 
pences. In tluf.*, by all accounts, there was 
no appearance of extravagance. Eight tliou- 
fand current rupees a month is a liberal al- 
lowance for them, It would be dihiciilt to 
flicw how they could polhldiy amount to that 
Him. • 

The falarics of the Governor and 
Council are paid to tliem ni at one 

flrdling and nine pence hali-jc miy liic cur- 
rent rupee; hut, by an tilah! fn d indul- 
gence of the Company to tluir iLiwants, 
when they remit tiicir Hatunco hack again 
by bills on the l)irc£t(?rs, the trrcaluiy at 
Fort William receives the current rimec at 
two ihirings and a penny and i‘.mctimc3 
Iiiglicr, which gives them a prulit of three 

penCk; 
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pence halfpenny on every rupee lo re- 
mitted. 

^tff. The fipft ftatement fuppofes hl:u 
not to’havc improved his growing capital, 
by putting any part of it out at lawful in- 
tereft. — The iccond •fuppofes him to have 
improved his lavings at fimplc intcrcil: only. 
Tlie third iuppofes him to have improved 
them, as he might fairly and honeftly have 
done, at compound intereft. In the fiift 
cafe his prefent fortune ought to he 

1,265. 

In the 2d. 3 * 

In the 3i/. f4.z^,zzb, 4. 

Mr. Haftings,* if he has availed hiinhlf of 
all thele advantages except the juxlent from 
Mutiny Begum, has done nothing that he 
was not fairly intitlcd to do. There may 
be objedions to thele eftimates, hut none 
that will materially reduce the total. Mucli 
lels can any dcduclions be realijiiai ly made 
G from 
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from the amount, that will leave him In 
danger of fuffering the extremities of private 
•want. For any thing that appears to the 
contrary to the public eye, a medium of the 
three totals, viz. ^(^329, 969. ip. 8</. ought 
to be taken for a fair and moderate eftimatc 
of his aftual fortune. If not, what has 
he done with it ? It is true that he talks 
of his inaccuracy, and would willingly be 
thought a man carclefs about money mat- 
ters. But we have the evidence of the con- 
trary before us. He has kept an cxa£l: ac- 
count of the minuted articles of expence, 
and even of his charities. 

There is another way of eflimating his 
fortune, which would encreafe it confidcra- 
bly; that is, if he were to be debited with 
the films which he has been accufed of re- 
ceiving, or even with thofc which he has 
acknowledged. 

In March 1775 he was charged by the 
unfortunate Raja Nandcomar with the 

receipt 
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receipt of various fums paid to' him by 
the Raja to the amount of funaut rupees 
3,54,105, or about ,^36,000. The accufer 
not only fpecified all manner of particulars, 
but came forward, at every poffible per- 
fonal hazard, to make good his charge. If 
it was falfe, it was kt once the moft daring 
and abfurd falfehood that ever was attemp- 
ted. Dolus in generallbus verfatur — Falfehood 
never defdends to particulars. The Raja how- 
ever was inllantly hanged, and his charge, 
whether true or falfe, mud: be difmificd out 
of this account. At prefent, it is not meant 
to infill on any thing, but what Mr. Haf- 
tings hitnfelf has acknowledged. In his 
letter to the Diredtors dated 22d of May 
1782, but not difpatched from Calcutta un- 
til the 1 6th of December following, he gives 
them an account of various funis occafimally 
converted to the Company's property through 
his means, amounting at that time to nine- 
teen lack and a lialf of current rupees, or 
jri95,ooo, all which, he fays, he has car- 
ried to the Company’s credit. But, of 
G 2 this 
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this fum, he admits that he had taken their 
bonds at eight per cent, for four lacks and 
fix thuuland rupees, and that he had credit 
in the account of dcpofits in the Company’s 
treafury for 2,38,715 rupees more, which 
he might have called for when he would, 
ami received on demand. If the money 
was their own, he had no riglit to take a 
fecuritv for it. He could have no right to 
lend them tlicir own money at intereft. 
Or, — fuppofihg it pofliblc to invent a pre- 
tence, for this courfc of proceeding, or ad- 
mitting, as he fays, that he pojjibly aEled 
iviihout any Jhdkd dcjlgn winch his memory 
could at that ir^ance of time verify^ the bonds 
ought to have been cancelled long ago, 
which it is not known that he has done. 
In his pofl'Jhon, they arc a 'legal fecurity 
to him and Ins heirs, and as long as they 
cxifl make part of his fortune. The re- 
maining thirteen lacks arc faid to be ex- 
pended in Durbar charges, which confifl 
chiefly of bounties and prefents made by 
(rovemincnt and of fecrct fcrviccs only 

known 
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known to the Governor. Of thefe no judg- 
ment can be fo’*med unlels the particulars 
were^ produced. 

It Is to be prefumed that, when Mr. 
Haftings’ Letter and the preceding Re- 
marks upon it are coolly and impartially 
confidered, no rational being can believe, 
that he is really in that ftate of penury 
and diftrefs, winch he deferibes. There 
is no degree of human credulity, that will 
reach to fucli a belief. And yet it may 
poUibly be true that his fortune is not 
fo confiderable as apparently it ought to 
be. He may have apprcpiiated large 
fums to fervices, not proper to be ex- 
plained, that is, to the fupport of his 
intereft In England. Qn that prefump- 
tio.n, his poverty becomes criminal in 
whatever degree the fuppofition makes 
it credible. If he has wafted his fortune 
to obtain ’protedion, the inference is 
plain, — that his adions required interell 
and favour to proted them, and that 

his 
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his poverty arlfes from his fuccefs » 
corrupting the integrity of perfons whofe 
truft and ftation gave them power to 
fupport him. 


FINIS. 



appendix, No. I. 


Extract of a Utter from Warren Railings ^ Efq. 
to the Court of Directors, dated 2 zd of 
May, 1782, hut not difpaicbed until the 
\bth of December following. 

“Wh Y thefe fums were taken by mej 
“ why they were, except the lecoiul, quietly 
“ transferred to the Company’s ufe ; why 
“ bonds were taken for the firft, and not 
“ for the reft, might, were this matter to 
“ be expofed to the view 'of the Public, 
“ furnilh a variety of conjedures to which 
“ it would be of little ufe to reply. Were 
“ your Honourable Court to nueftlon me 
“ on thefe, points, I would anfwer, that 
“ the fums were taken for the Company's 
“ benefit, at times in which the Company 
very much needed them ; that I either 
H “ chofe 
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“ cholc to conceal the firft receipts from 
“ the public curiolity, by receiving bonds 
for the amount ; or poflibly aded •with- 
“ mt any Jludied dejign which my memory 
“ could at this dijlance of time verify ; and 
that I did not think it worth my care to 
“ obferve the fame m'eans w’ith the reft. 
“ I truft, Honourable Sirs, to your breafts 
“ for a candid interpretation of my actions, 
“ and afl'ume the freedom to add, that I 
“ think myfelf, on fuch a fubjett, and on' 
“ fuch an occafion, entitled to it.” 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Haflbigs to the 
Court of Direthrs., dated i bib December., 
1782. 

" Honourable Sirs, 

**Th E difpatch of the Lively having been 
“ protracted, by various caufes, from time 
to time, tlie accompanying addrefs, which 
“ was originally defigned and prepared for 
“ that difpatch, (no other conveyance fince 
“ occiiring) has of courfc been thus long 

“ detained. 
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“ detained. The delay is of no public con- 
“ fequence ; but it has produced a fitua- 
“ tjon, whicli, with refpedt to inyfelf, I 
“ regard as unfortunate, becaufe it expofes 
“ me to the meaneft Imputation, from the 
“ occafion, which ^the late Parlianrentaiy 
“ enquires have fince furnilhed, but which 
“ were unknown when my letter was 
“ written, and written in the necclfary con- 
“ fequcnceof a promife, made to that effect 
“ in a former letter to your HonouralJe 
“ Committee, dated 20th January laft. 

However, to preclude the poffibility of 
“ fuch rtfledions from* affeding me, I 
have defired Mr, Larkins, wlio was 
“ privy to the wliole tranfadion, to affix 
“ to the letter his affidavit of the date in 
“ which it was written. I own I feel mofl: 

fenfibly the mortification of being re- 
“ duced to the neceffity of ufing fuch pre- 
“ cautions to guard my reputation from 
’* difhonoilr. If I had, a/' cny iime, pof- 
feffed that degree of confidence from my 
“ immediate employers, which they never 
wiflilicld from the tneaneji of my ju e- 
II 2 deccflbrsj 



APPENDIX. 

decelTors, I (hould have difdained to ufc 
‘‘ thele attentions. How I have drawn on 
‘‘ me a different treatment I know not ; it 
is fiiflicient that I have not merited it : 
“ and in the courfe of a I'ervice of thirty- 
two years, and ten of thefe employed in 
maintaining the powers and difeharging 
the duties of the firft office of the Britifh 
Government in India, that Honourable 
Court ought to know whether I poffefs 
‘‘ the integrity and honour, which are the 
firft requifites of fuch a ftation. If I 
wanted tliefe, they have afforded me bu.t 
too powerful Incentives to fupprefs the 
information, which I now convey to 
them through you ; and to appropriate 
to my own ufe the fums, which 1 have 
‘‘ already palled to their credit; by the un- 
worthy, and pardon me it I add danger- 
ous refledions whicli they have pafled 
upon me, for the fiift communication of 
‘‘ this kind ; and youw own exp&rience will 
fuggeft to you^ that there are perfoiis, 
who would profit by fuch a warning. 


Upon 
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« Upon the whole of thefe tranfadlons, 
which to you, who are accuftomed to 
view bufinefs in an official and regular 
ligli^t, may a'jppear unprecedented, if not 
improper, I have but a few fliort remarks 
to fuggeft to your confideration. If I 
appear in any unfa\fourable light by thefe 
tranfadtions, I refign the common and 
legal fecurity of thofe who commit 
crimes, •or errors. I am ready to anfwer 

■ every particular queftion, that may be 
' put againft myfelf, upon honour, or up- 
' ^011 oath. 

The fources, from which thefe reliefs 
to the public fervice have come, would 
never have yielded them to the Company 
‘ publickly and the exigencies of your 
'■ lervice (exigencies created by the ex- 

■ pofition of your affairs and fadlion in 

' your Councils) required thofe fupplies. 

• 

“ I coulJ have concealed them, had I a 
' wrong motive, from yours and the public 
' eye for ever j and I know that the dif- 

“ ficulties, 
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“ Acuities, to which a fpirit of injufticc may 
“ fubjed me, for my candour and avowal, 
“ are greater than any poflible jncoii- 
“ venience that could have attended the 
“ concealment, except the diflatisfaftion of 
“ my own mind. Thcfc difficulties are 
“ but a few of thole, which I have I'uffered 
“ in your fervice. The applaul'c of my 
“ own breaft is my fureft reward, and was 
the fupport of my mind in mcctiiig 
“ them ; your applaufe and that of my 
“ country, arc my next wilh in life. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

WARREN HASTINGS.” 

N.B. Itisvcryma^eri.il to obferve that Mr. 
Hallingf, who, as lie himlelf dffirms, “ has 
“ at no time polhli'd that degree of con- 
“ fidcnce from his immediate employers, 
“ which tlicy never withheld from the 
“ meaneji of his predecefiors,” has neverthe- 
lefs received the unanimous thanks of thole 
immediate employers, viz. the Court of 
Diredors, for his long, able, and faithful 

lervices. 
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fervices. It feems alfo very neceffary that 
Mr. Haftlngs fhould ftate to the Company, 
whom it is that lie means to defcribe by the 
words*^“ the mianeji of his predecejfors” was 
it Governor Cartier, or Mr. Verelft, or Mr. 
VanSittart, or does he mean the late Lord 
Clive ? 
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ExtraBs from the eleventh Report of the SeJeB 
Committee, on the SubjeB of the preceding 
Letters. 

W HATEVER the caufe of tliefe new 
“ dilcoveries ( made by Mr. Hafings ) might 
“ have been, at the time of fending them, 
“ the faA of the Parliamentary enquiry 
“ was [ uhlickly known, for, in his letter 
“ of the 15th of December, 1782, he ex- 
“ prefsly mentions his fears, that thofe 

“ Pariia? 
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“ Parliamentary enquiries might be thought 
“ to have extorted from him the con- • 
** feffions which he had made. 

( 

‘‘ He fliys that in all the long period of 
his fervicc, he has ahnoft unremittcdly 
‘‘ wanted the flipport, which all his pre- 
“ deceflbrs had enjoyed from their con- 
“ ftituents. From mine (fays be) I have 
received nothing but reproach^ 'bard epi-- 
“ ibets and mdigniiies^ inftcad of rewards 
and encouragunciit/' 

What Mr. Haftings lays further on this 
fiibjedt, is no left worthy of attention ; viz* 
that he could have concealed thefe tranjadiicns^ 
if be had a vorQngmotrc\ from theirs and the 
public eye for ever. It undoubtedly true 
that, whether the obfervation be ajiplica- 
b!e to the particular cafe or not, prafliles 
of this corrupt nature are extremely dif- 
ficult of detection any where, but efpcci- 
ally in India. But all reftraints upon that 
grand fundamental abufe of prefeiits is gone 
for ever, if the fervauts of the Company 

can 
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can derive fafety from a defiance of the la\v> 
when they can no longer hope to fcreen 
themfekes by an evafion of it. All hope 
of rcforrftation is at an end, if, confiding in 
the force of a fadion among Diredors or 
Proprietors, to bear th^m out, and poffibly 
to vote them the fruit of their crimes as a 
reward of their difcovcry, they find that 
their boldavQwal of their offences is not only 
to produce indemnity, but to be rated for 
merit. If once a prelumption is admitted, 
that wherever fomething is divulged, no- 
thing ’is hid, the difeovering of one offence 
may become the certain means of conceal- 
ing a multitude of others. The contrivance 
is eafy and trivial, aiu^ lies open to the 
meanefl: proficieiit in this kind of art : it 
will not only become an eflcdual cover to 
fuch pradices, but will tend infinitely to 
increale tlicm. In that cafe, fums of 
money will.be taken for the purpofc of dif- 
covery and making merit with the Com- 
pany ; and other fums will be taken for the 
private advantage of the receiver. 


I 


ExtraSl 
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^xtraSi from the Eleventh Report ^ page 13, 

• • 

He profeffes not to be certain of the 
motives, by which he was himfelf ac- 
tuated in fo extrdordinary a concealment, 
and In the ufe of fuch extraordinary 
means to effeft it : And, as if the afts in 
queftion were thofe of an abfolute ftrang- 
er, and not his own, he gives vdrious 
loofe conjedures concerning the motive 
to them. He even fuppofes, in taking 
prefents contrary to law, and in taking 
bonds for them as his own, contrary to 
what he admits to be truth and faft, that 
he might have afted without any diftinft 
motive at all, or at leaft fuch as his me- 
mory could reach at that diftance of time. 
That immenfe diftance, in the faintnefs 
of which, his recolledlion is fo compleat-^ 
ly loft, as to fet him gueflin^ at his mo- 
tives for his own condud, was from the 
fifteenth of January, 1781, when the 
bonds at his own requeft were given, to 

the 
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the date of this letter which is 23d 
May, 1782, that is to fay, about one 
year and four months. As to the other 
fums, /or which, no bond was taken, the 
ground for the difference in his explana- 
tion is ftill more extraordinary ; he fays, 
** I did not think it wgrth my care to ob« 
“ ferve the fame means with the rejl." 

The reft of thefe fums, which Were not 
worth his care, are ftated in his account to 
be greater than thofe he was fo folicitous 
(for fome reafon which he cannot guefs) to 
cover under bonds. Thefe fums amount 
to near 53,000!. whereas the others diu not 
much exceed 40,000!- 


t 2 
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STATEMENT, No. i. 

Without Intereft> 

Amount of Salary received In 
Bengal from April 1772 to 
December 1784, is twelve 
Years and nine Months at 
^^25,000 per Annum, and one 
Shilling and nlnc-pencc half- 
penny per cinrcnt Rupee, is 

C, Rs. 35,58,142 

Received from Munny P)egum - 1,74,000 

37,32,142 

Dmucr 

A monntofExpenccs at 8000 cr/. 
per Month for twelve Ycat^ 
nine Months, is - - - — 12,24,000 

I 

Remains current Rupees - 25,08,142 

Which at two Shillings and one 
penny per current Rupee is £261,265 
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STATEMENT, No. 2. 

With iiniplc Intarcft. 
Allowance of jfa5,ooo p(r/fmum received 
in Bengal at"is. 9d, i per current Rupee 
is - Crs. 

Dedu6l 8000 Rupees per Mouth 
for Expcnccs • - ~ - 96, coo 

Remains annual Savings Cn. 183,070 

Of this annual Rehdue, allow one half to 
he remitted to Kutopc, whidi at 5 pty 
Cent, ilmple Intcreli has incrcafed, viv^. 

A.c 183^070— half is 91,535— remitted 
at 2S, pcr,Crs, is/qc’24, i8s. for 
ten Years .... %;.\>v349 
Ten YearslntercH at 5p^r C, is’ 4767 5 

X ux ,n6 5 

i^dd the two full Years Rcliduc on whitdi 
no Intereft is calculated - * 19069 16 
Ditto Lift 9 Mouths allowances, d^. 
dtduclIng9Montlis cxpeucCsS 19450 

J 38,636 i 

The other half f'C/ c. 91 535^1 remained in 
neiigalat \<>pcrCent, Juterclt.^deven 
'Years Pruidpal is - - .1006,885 
(Crs . () 1 535^ eleven Yeai s 
Intcreft at 10 pa Cent, . ico, 688 8 

C,-j. 11,07,573 8 
Add one Yearns Refidue 
without Intereft - - 91,535 

^ * 1 1,99,108 8 

winch at z$, id. pa Crs, is Jia4>907 2 

Munny Begums 1 74000 for 12 Years 

at iopefCent^,perjnn, 208800 is 3,82,800 
whichataslod. percurrentRupeeis . .39,875 

iC3«<>3-4i8 3 0 
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STATEMENT, No. 3. 

With compound IntcreiK 
Allowance ofj/|^25)00o pnj 1 nnuriivcctivc 6 , 
in Bengal at i s. 9d. f per current K upec 

is “ Crs, 3 ! 7<^,070 

Peduft 8000 Rupees per Month 

tor Expenccs ()6,ooo 

Remains annua) Savings Ctu 
Of this annual Refiduc, allow omi In.h'to 
he vc'Jitted to Europe, which ai 5 pu* 

Cent, conip'.'uiid Liuc' tll has incicalcd,, 

VI fn ;. i8;5,070 — 'ihli is 91 ^ 3 , t(> 
mittcdut ''.n id.poCn-. i?/^9534, i8s. 

Ten Years E - • - ^ 

\irn 7errs coir. po and intcrel) 

;U 5 p.r (V.>nn ii - - - 30^ 6 C 

„ ^‘~S 925 S 

Add two Year; and a l- dt R:j- 

tiduc, witliOUt liUeiell - 19069 

And lall 9 Months allowance rl“’ t94P 0 


’Fhc other half t^Crs 91 53 S' t'f’mained in 
Bcn;^a' at 10 per C-.nt, Inteicli — e’cvtui 
Ytars Priiujpal is Crs. 10, r/*, 085 
Eleven Years compound 
Jaterell -u 10 per Cent. 8,i;Sn/'0 i X 9 
ih,h^,S74 14. 9 

Add one Year’s K clidnc vvithoui 
intercii: - * 9E>3s 


*h 4445 


J 9 nS;# 4-'^9 H 9 

which, at 2s. id. pcrcurrciitRupce i; 403896 17 
Munny Begums - 0x174,000 
at 10 per Cent, per ^nn. 
compound intereft for 
twelve Ycais is - « 372,086 7 6 
Cri. 5,46,086 7 5 

which at 2 s. id. per curiciu Rupee is 56884 o 


£425^6 4 
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Statement ef the Crores of Rupees, or Mil- 
fwm Sterling, accumulated l>y Mr. Bcf- 
f mgs, for the Benefit of the Eajl- India 
Company, 

Cuir^ Ru|j\ 

Balance in the Treafury of 
Bengal at the commence- 
ment of the Macatta war, 
as flateil by Mr. Mailings 
Itimfelf ill his minun; of 
loth Auguft, i7';8 - - - 2,3 5,66,000 
Cheyte Sing — his cxtra*con- 

tribution - - - 10,16,000 

Prafts on the Court of Di- 
rcilors from the difFerent 
Prefidcncies fince the com- 
mencement of the Marratta 
war, computed moderately 
at fix millions fterling - - 600,00,000 
Kfoiiey borrowed upon bond 
at 8*and g per Cent. htiu 
eft at the three Prelidencies jt5i99>^to 
Arrears dtie at the fevcral Pie- 
fidencics - - - ' u ‘ 381,60,270 

Cgrfietjoyer, Cnn'.Rup'. 1743,42,180 
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Brotigbt over, Curr*. Rup', 1743,42,180 
^Orders bn the Treafury of 

Fort William unpaid, by 

the lateft accounts - « - - 116,58,891. 

# . .. 

Total — Current Rupees 1 860,01,071 

That is — Eighteen millions, fix hundred 
thoufand pounds fterling. 

“ N. B. * No fimllar accounli of Or- 
ders on the Treafuries of Fort St. George 
and Bombay have been rficeived by the 
Court of Directors, and therefore cannot 
be inferred in this Statement, though the 
amount muft be confiderable.” 

It is material to obferve tliat, befides the 
expenditure of thefe extraordinary fupplies, 
all the current revenues of Bengal in the 
fame period amounting, communibus amiif, 
to four million fterling a year, have been 
abforbed; and that whereas, in the year 
1776, there was a clear furplus of revenue 
(exclufive of 'ihc prodnpe of any wnopoly 
of lalt or Oplum^ of current Vitupecs 
249,91,547 applicslp to the provifiOii of f 

^ ■ ‘ .“ii 
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afi invcffirfleifjf: oito any other piirpofe tlie 
Court of Ij^Sors might think fit, —The 
expences, by Mr; Haftings^s means, have 
fince tfet time been raifed to fuch an 
amp^t ’that they greatly exceed the it- 
fourccs, as the following ftatement will 
Ihew. 

By the Bengal eftimates it appears that, 
J'n the three years ending the ift May 1786, 
the dilburfehidits exceed the refources as 
follows, 

ift year ending May 1)84 by cur. rupees 56,21,690 

May 1785 « 49 >oi >433 

3(1 . - May 1786 — ii6,;6,7i5 

It follows therefore that, if the furplus of 
1776 be added to the deficiency of 1786, 
there will appear and does exift a failure in 
the annual refources of Bengal compared 
with its expences, to the amount of cur- 
rent rupees 246,38,262. In other words, 
the Company’s income in Bengal, compared' 
with their expehces, was better in the year 
1776 than kib ia the year 1786, by.^bove' 
two million^^f hundred and fixty three 
thousand poi^^fterling pif annum, 

K 
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ExlraB of aLelterfrotn Warren Uaji'mgs, Efq. 
to Wiliiam Devay.ies, Efq. dated the i itb 
of July, 1785. 

** AlTHOUG£I 1 am firmly pcrfuaJed, 
“ that thelQ. .wqe my fcnriments oi» the 
“ occafioti, -yet } \vIn.rnot affiru) that they 
“ were. Though I feel'.tlieir impreffioii, 
“ as the remains of aleries'.of thoughts ro- 
“ tainecl on my memory, lam not certain 
“ that they may not have been pioduced by 
“ fubfequent reflexion on tlic principal 
“ fatS, combining with it 'he probable mo- 
live of it, Of this I am certain, that it 
“ was my deiign to have concealed the 
“ receipt of all the Ajms, except the iccond, 
«* even from the knowledge of the Cout! 
“ ofDircftors. They had anfwcred my 
“ purpofe of public utility, and I had al- 
moft totally difmlflW them from my 

« ro 


it 
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“ remembrance. But when fortun.; tlircw 
“ a fimi in my way of a magnitude nehkb 
“ could not bo concealed, and ihe pifculiai: 
“ dc'icacy of my fituatlon, at the time in 
** which I lecfived it, maiio me more ;:i>« 
“ curnfpeft of appearattces. 1 chole tu ap- 
prife my employort of St.'* 




E II R A T A. 

Page I, read, In 9 mode % jnoft fttitabk to the 
iituation ofyoTirafiairs. 

Page line 6, t?ifiead «/bap|)en, apjtfar, 

Page4J, Hnctlielafl; rwrf Nuneomar. 







